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Chad 


Minister Says Ready for Cooperation With Libya 
LD1109202488 Paris International Service in French 
1800 GMT 11 Sep 88 


[Excerpt] Chad is ready for normalization and even 
cooperation with Libya but it is expecting real gestures of 
good will from Libya. That is what the Chadian infor- 
mation minister has said. He has organized a news 
conference to give his government's position on what he 
called the euphoria of the media over the Chadian- 
Libyan conflict. Recalling the latest statements from 
Tripoli announcing the return of the Chadian prisoners 
of war to their homes, Minister Moussa Seif said that it 
was Only a propaganda coup. He reminded that the 
Chadian Government has never been directly contacted 
by Libya for a possible exchange of prisoners. [passage 
omitted] 


Former Libyan Diplomat Decries Al-Qadhdhafi 
AB1409090788 Ndjamena Domestic Service in French 
0530 GMT 14 Sep 88 


{Text} A former Libyan citizen who, until April 1988 was 
an official of his country’s diplomatic mission to the 
United Nations, has spoken out about Libya's terrorist 
designs. He has revealed the notorious activities of 
Al-Qadhdhafi’s terrorist machinery throughout the 
world. With these revelations, which we can describe 
without mincing words as explosive, (Salif ‘Alki Essi) has 
thus naturally joined the ranks of the Libyan opposition 
For a long time, the press did not know his wher abouts, 
but today he has surfaced again with the publication of 
the following document, which we want to inform you 
about. 


Terrorism, he stated, 1s Al-Qadhdhafi’s favorite political 
weapon. He always has recourse to this weapon to 
convince Libyans and to deal with his neighbors 
(?throughout) Africa. Therefore, Al-Qadhdhafi knows 
nothing about diplomacy, and therefore, he has no 
diplomats in his embassies abroad. At what he calls 
people’s bureaus, he posts people who actually are men 
of the revolutionary committees, as well as secret agents. 
It is therefore normal that ("he refuses to call these 
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bureaus) embassies. Bul the world has not understood 
that a people’s bureau 1s a nest of terrorism. The targets 
of this state terrorism are the exiled Libyan opponents 
and the neighboring countnes. The last congress of the 
Libyan People’s Committees reiterated Libya's commit- 
ment to physically eliminate all opponents. As for activ- 
ities against the leaders of the neighboring countries, 
(Salif “Alki Essi) cites several cases. For example, in 
1984, Al-Qadhdhafi did not hesitate to install missiles in 
{words indistinct] in the Indian Ocean, with the aim of 
downing the plane carrying Egyptian President Husni 
Mubarak, who was traveling to Tanzania. 


But in the area of Al-Qadhdhafi’s terrorist activities, 
what we are interested in are (Salif’s) revelations about 
Chad. Chad, he said, has been and continues to be the 
major target of Al-Qadhdhafi’s terrorist activities, in 
particular in the present circumstances. Because, he 
added, Al-Qadhdhafi dreams of building an African 
empire, and Chad is the stepping stone for his dream. It 
is Only the courage and commitment of the Chadian 
people, under the leadership of President Hissein Habre, 
that have shattered his dream. This is why, the former 
Libyan diplomat said, Al-Qadhdhafi is seeking all means 
to eliminate President El Hadj Hissein Habre. Among 
the several terrorist attempts against the Chadian head 
of state, (Salif “Alki) (?revealed) a plan to gun down the 
president of the Republic when he stepped off his plane 
in Bujumbura, where he attended the Conference of 
Heads of State of France and Africa. 


The Libyan ambassador in the Burundian capital, as well 
as Major (‘Abqan ‘Abdallah al-Snusi) and a member of 
the Libyan secret service named (‘Abd-al-Salam Azamsa) 
were charged with the implementation of this operation. 
But following the failure of this plan, the Libyan secret 
service continued to monitor President Hissein Habre’s 
visits abroad. (Salif “Alki Essi) also confirmed that 1t was 
the same [words indistinct] who, in Bangui, planted the 
bomb that exploded in the UTA [French National Air- 
line} plane wiica it made a stopover in Ndjamena in 
March 1984. The objective of such terrorist activities 1s 
to destablilize Chad and to jeopardize the unity which its 
people have regained. The former Libyan diplomat also 
reveals that Al-Qadhdhafi can never be happy while a 
neighboring country lives in tranquility. Even with his 
aides, he 1s always quarreling. 


FBIS-AFR-88-178 
14 September 1988 


Ethiopia 


Mengistu Addresses POWs Returned From Somalia 
EA0809210288 Addis Ababa Domestic Service 
in Amharic 1700 GMT 8 Sep 88 


[Excerpt] Comrade Mengistu Haile Mariam today 
assured the POWs who returned from Somalia that their 
full citizenship rights will be maintained as far as the 
financial ability of the country allows. Asefa Seyoum, 
Ethiopian news agency reporter, from Dire Dawa has the 
details: 


[Asefa] Comrade President Mengistu Haile Mariam said 
today that the POWs who after |! years in prison in 
Somalia have returned to their motherland after a recent 
agreement between Ethiopia and Somalia, will be given 
the necessary support by the WPE and the PDRE Gov- 
ernment and their citizenship mghts maintained as far as 
the financial ability of the country permits. Comrade 
Mengistu Haile Mariam, secretary general of the WPE 
Central Committee, PDRE president and commander in 
chief of the revolutionary Armed Forces, said this today 
in a speech to the POWs at their temporary shelter in 
Harerge region. 


In his speech after inspecting the health, clothing, feed- 
ing, and other care that the POWs are getting, the 
comrade secretary general said his country has prepared 
the ground for the POWs, who have been in Somali 
prisons for the last 11 years due to misunderstandings 
and war between the two countries, to be reintegrated 
into society according to their ability and professions 
with their full citizenship rights maintained as far as the 
country’s financial ability allows so that they car also, 
like any other Ethiopian citizen, start building socialism. 


The comrade secretary general said that if there are some 
among our citizens who cannot support themselves due 
to health problems, old age. or other reasons during their 
time in prison, they will be given the necessary care, 
adding that mothers and children who used to support 
themselves in various professions before will be given 
the support so that they can support themselves. 


Comrade President Mengistu went on to say that those 
POWs who can directly be redeployed and work will 
have their pensions considered for the last || years, as 
they have given service to their motherland. Comrade 
President Mengistu added that the situation of our 
citizens in Somalia had saddened the rest of the Ethio- 
pians and the efforts carried out to solve the misunder- 
standing between the two countries and bring the return 
of our citizens has given our people great pleasure and 
satisfaction. 


The comrade president said that our citizens, the POWs, 
should leave what they had faced in their 11 years of 
imprisonment, and all the situations created thereafter, 
for history to record. They should feel proud of our 
motherland; they should be strong citizens, knowing that 
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they are proud citizens of our country who can hand over 
a prestigious history to future generations. He reatfirmed 
the objectives of our party and the PDRE Goverment: to 
preserve the unity of the country; build an Ethiopia that 
is altogether strong, respected, and feared; and create a 
secure life for the citizens. He expressed the conviction 
that there is a bright future for Ethiopia 


After the comrade secretary general gave this long speech 
assuring Our citizens’ future life, the POWs from Somalia 
expressed their happiness with applause. [passage omitted} 


Mengistu Receives Message From USSR 
EA1109220388 Addis Ababa Domestic Service 
in Amharic 1700 GMT 11 Sep 88 


[Text] Various party leaders and heads of state and 
government have continued to send congratulatory mes- 
sages to Comrade President Mengistu Haile Mariam, the 
WPE, and the Ethiopian people and government on the 
occasion of the 14th anniversary of the Fthiopian peo- 
ple’s revolution. 


The CPSU Central Committee, the Supreme Soviet 
Presidium, and the Soviet Government tn their message 
expressed congratulations to the dear comrades of the 
WPE Central Committee, the PDRE State Council, the 
Council of Ministers, and the Ethiopian people in gen- 
eral on the occasion of the 14th revolution anniversary. 
The message said the development path chosen by the 
Ethiopian people 14 years ago to build a new society had 
reached its current stage as a result of the relentless 
struggle waged against the complex situation created by 
the forces seeking to thwart the revolution’s develop- 
ment process and threaten the Ethiopian people's unity 
and territorial integrity. The message went on to say that 
that relentless struggle had rendered successful the Ethi- 
opian people's efforts to build their country and bring 
about social, economic, and cultural development in 
addition to making possible the realization of people's 
power. The message reaffirmed the USSR’s solidarity 
with the Ethiopian people's efforts to organize Ethiopian 
society in line with the objectives of the national demo- 
cratic revolution. The message expressed confidence that 
the Ethiopian workers will solve all problems encoun- 
tered at this stage of development by rallying behind 
their vanguard political organization, the WPE. 


The leaders of Poland, Guinea, Hungary, Italy, Niger, 
Nigeria, Togo, Senegal, Singapore, Mexico, the Swedish 
confederation, Madagascar, the emperor of Japan, the 
governor general of Canada, the secretaries general of the 
United Nations and the OAU have also sent congratula- 
tory messages to Comrade President Mengistu Haile 
Mariam and the Ethiopian people and government on 
the occasion of the anniversary. 
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EPLF Leader Interviewed on Anniversary, Part 1 
EA2908 183388 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad Masses 
of Eritrea in Amharic 1640 GMT 28 Aug 88 


[First part” of interview with EPLF Secretary General 
Isayes Afeworki by unidentified correspondent on the 
“anniversary of the Eritrean people's armed struggle”; 
place, date not given; Afework remarks in Tigrinya with 
superimposed Amharic translation—recorded] 


[Excerpts] [Passage omitted] [Correspondent] The first 
question we asked Comrade Isayes Afeworki was: Since 
this »nterview 1s taking place on the occasion of the | 
September anniversary, we think it is app! Dpriate to start 
with this year’s military victories which are a very 
important chapter in the history of the 27 years of armed 
Struggle. This year’s first major victory was the destruc- 
tion of the Nadew [Demo!ish] force. While some observ- 
ers describe this victory as a decisive attack, some— 
including the Dergue—try to dismiss it as a victory 
achieved at a place under extraordinary circumstances. 
What ts the EPLF assessment of this” 


[Afeworki] The importance of this offensive, from the 
point of view of the protracted armed struggle of the 
Eritrean people, should be seen in relation to the military 
developments of the last 10 years. It :s obvious it is a 
change which will soon leave deep and vivid scars on the 
Dergue. 


The devastation of the first offensive can be judged by 
the Dergue’s countermeasure, which was the first of its 
kind. The important message of this offensive was the 
scar it left for the first time in the minds of the Dergue on 
the question of whether there 1s colonialism in Eritrea or 
not and whether it should continue or not. For this 
reason the Dergue government took steps to preserve its 
existence and prolong its colonial rule that had never 
been seen in Eritrea before. The first step was the 
transfer of its forces, within a short time, from western 
Eritrea and other places to reinforce the military balance 
upset by [words indistinct] battle. 


Second, it was forced to transport four Army divisions to 
Eritrea by land, air, and sea from northern and eastern 
Ethiopia. [passage omitted] 


If we look at the fighting force, in addition to its force in 
Eritrea, it has been forced to mobilize its forces from 
various places and depioy them on one front. Tanks and 
artillery in Ethiopia have been sent to the front. The Air 
Force also increased its participation in a special way. 
The country’s material and economic resources; air, sea, 
and ground transport; the material and financial 
resources of various government institutions; the prop- 
erty of humanitarian organizations and other service 
equipment have all been sent to the warfront. Everything 
within their capability was done to mobilize all the 
available manpower, weapons, and economic resources 
within the shortest possible time to fulfill the slogar:: 
Everything to the warfront. If you asked: What were the 
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objectives of all these attempts? They were, as said 
before. to provong colonial rule in Eritrea and secure its 
presence. It had no other alternative and it had to take 
these steps. 


The objective and plan of the EPLF offensive was first to 
destroy the Nadew and Mentir [Mow] forces. After 
destroying the two forces during the offensive, it sought 
to continue the war to inflict heavy losses on the enemy 
without giving it a breathing space. The first plan has 
achieved its objective. The second plan 1s also steadily 
succeeding. 


[Correspondent] The second question we asked Com- 
rade Isayas Afeworki was: Considering the losses suf- 
fered by the Dergue in recent months and the manpower 
it has brought to Eritrea since then, how can the present 
balance of military force be compared with that pnor to 
the attack on the Nakfa front? 


[Afeworki] When we talk of the present balance of 
military force, there are in fact many points which 
should be considered. Time does not allow us to give a 
detailed account of some of these points. However, in 
short, on the Dergue’s side all the forces which can be 
mobilized are already mobilized. The Dergue is worried 
by the failure of the first mobilized force. As we see, it 1s 
continuing its extensive conscription plan. At present 
there 1s no force ready to draw on like the first and 
second rounds of national military service which were 
available before. The plainclothes men, the WPE mem- 
bers, and all those who can be mobilized have already 
come. Does it have forces ready to be used now? Even if 
does, the threat is continuous and the manpower will 
decrease. It is trying to reinforce its troops. 


Concerning weapons, even though it cannot be said that 
the Dergue has or will have a shortage of weapons, it 
should be known that the current extensive and barbaric 
bombing raids are expensive. If the Dergue continues 
using large quantities of bombs, at some point it will 
exhaust the capacity of the factories producing them and 
they may be forced to [words indistinct] the bombs. 


The Dergue’s extensive use of bombs is leaving scars 
behind. As the Dergue itself has officially declared, all 
the country’s economic resources are channelled to the 
war front. The country’s economy is being exhausted at 
the war front. It is producing bombs and bullets instead 
of crops. Eventually the government's economic strength 
will decrease. It is heading for a crisis. 


When we look at our forces and consider our situation 
from the point of view of the victories we have achieved, 
our manpower losses have been very few. The increasing 
combat morale and ability, and the desire to fight is one 
[word indistinct]. As seen in practice, our weapons 
position has been steadily improving. Our people's ever- 
increasing participation is a clear indication of the 
growing balance of force. 
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When we talk about tactics, several points should be 
taken into consideration. These points are not decisive 
in battles. We can now say thal we are in a more reliable 
and satisfactory situation than the enemy. Our prime 
Strategy 1s tO weaken the counterattacking enemy force 
and to inflict losses in men, materiel, and weapons. 
{words indistinct] and the balance of forces at one time, 
if we compare the number of our troops to those of the 
enemy, without taking other issues into consideration. 
The Dergue has mobilized all the forces it can mobilize. 
It has even mobilized those who cannot shoot a gun. 
Those who do not want to fight have been mobilized. 


This could be seen by the Dergue as [words indistinct]. 
In practical terms, all the points | have mentioned 
should be taken as contributing to the balance of forces. 
Generally speaking, as I have said before, taking into 
consideration the combat situation, the Dergue is in a 
worse situation than it was before the destruction of the 
Nadew and Mentir commands. 


[Correspondent] The next question we aked Comrade 
Isayas Afeworki concerned the military communiques 
issued by the EPLF over previous months, in which the 
question of capturing or not capturing areas was not 
regarded as a burning issue. The vital issue was to 
weaken the enemy's forces and destroy its establish- 
ments. This has been repeatedly stated. This attitude 1s 
not new to the EPLF. How important is it to reiterate 
this situation at this particular time? 


[Afeworki] This is an (?attitude) we have been taken 
since we launched our offensive in March. It is related to 
everyone's hopes that we will capture Keren, advance 
farther, and surround Asmera with our forces. This has 
been imprinted in the mind of each and everyone. It 1s an 
attitude which should be accepted by people who are 
driven by emotions and with [word indistinct] wishes 
that such an atittude could develop. 


In view of these objectives and the destruction of the 
forces in Keren and the surrounding areas, this 1s [word 
indistinct]. This should be clearly understood. Following 
the destruction of the Nadew and Mentir commands, the 
Dergue planned to launch and press on with a counter- 
offensive until great results were achieved. If the capture 
of Keren was inciuded in that pian, it meant that its 
capture was believed to be possible. However, the plan 
was not to capture Keren. This kind of attitude has 
developed not only at home but also abroad. 


If we ask: Did the EPLF consider Afabet a town and a 
target or was the target the destruction of the commands 
stationed at the fronts? The answer is that our target was 
not the capture of Afabet. But foreign observers latched 
on to the word Afabet and identified the town as the 
objective of our fighting and the victories won in the 
fighting. Similarly, it was thought that Keren would be 
the next town to be captured. 
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Those who want to understand the Eritrean situation 
merely by visualizing towns On a map might conclude 
that the action should consists of moving from one town 
to the next, and so on. They could, therefore, end up by 
asking themselves: Which is the neat town? Is it Keren? 
Why do we not regard Keren [words indistinct} other 
towns could also be [words indistinct]. However, the 
principal aim 1s to lay down plans which wall result in 
greater successes and to work tirelessly to ensure these 
are achieved. As a result of internal progress, you can 
forge ahead toward more results. Meanwhile, you might 
capture territory or places in this situation. Since this 
was the attitude, Communiques were issued on the 
progress of the fighting. 


[Correspondent] Why was the capture of towns not 
considered a prime issue’? Comrade Isayas Ateworki 
replies: 


{[Afeworki] Regarding the capture of towns as such, I 
could repeat what I have said before and you could ask: 
Why did the Dergue withdraw from Teseney, Haykota, 
Barentu, and Akordat’ Was it because we attacked the 
towns or because we attacked the Dergue troops sta- 
uoned there? What if we attacked Asmera tomorrow 
morning and what if the Dergue withdrew from Keren? 
Would it be because we attacked Keren” 


The main points in this rssue should be seen from the 
point of view of our attacking places al our convenience 
and making the necessary changes within them. Inas- 
much as some towns could be of strategic importance 
militarily, attacks on these towns could be linked with 
their capture. However, a military strategy based on 
capturing towns could confuse our armed struggle and 
the progress it has made by assessing stitutions in the 
context of whether or not a town has been captured. 
Statements detailing particular situations have, there- 
fore, been issued. Certain towns might be very well 
known, but their significance in military terms might be 
minor. This should be understood. Small tow ns of stra- 
tegic militarily significance are attacked, while the 
enemy might evacuaie well-known towns which are not 
important from the point of view of military strategy. 
This is why we have been making genuine efforts to 
clarify this issue. 


[Correspondent] The next question we asked Comrade 
Isayas Afeworki was: Now that you have explained the 
military situation in Eritrea, let us move on to the 
military situation in Ethiopia, which is closely related. 
What is the EPLF’s assessment of the opposition move- 
ments in Ethiopia? 


{ Afeworki] One aspect we can appreciate 1s the extent to 
which the forces of each and every opposition movement 
have grown. Since each and every opposition movement 
in Ethiopia has its own internal rules of progress, we can 
compare them in light of their respective situations at 
earlier stages. The one weak opposition movement ts the 
one in Ogaden, Eastern Ethiopia. There are various 
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reasons for this. Even though it was a strong organization 
at the outset and it played a role in attenuating the 
Dergue government's power during the past decade, 1 
needs to be evaluated separately. The TPLF operations 
and its increasing power are self-evident. The role it 
could perform in reducing the power of the Dergue 
government and hastening its downfall is evident. Since 
the Oromo Liberation Front [OLF] started to make 
changes, 1t has made great progress and its abuity to 
weaken the Dergue government's power is apparent. The 
progress made by the Ethiopian People’s Democratic 
Movement [EPDM] the Afar Movement in Awsa, and 
other opposition movements and their ability to leave a 
scar on the Dergue’s military entity should not be 
underestimated. 


These movements are progressing according to their own 
rules and forging ahead with every passing day and their 
Strength has therefore increased. There is no movement 
so far which has grown weaker. This is one of the factors 
threatening the Dergue government. It is necessary to 
understand this. 


[Correspondent] The next question we asked Comrade 
Isayas Afeworki was: Because there has been a long- 
standing friendship between the EPLF and the other 
Opposition movements in Ethiopia, agreements have 
been reached in the past few months which could lead to 
concrete cooperation between various Ethiopian organi- 
zations. What are the results of these moves? 


‘sa 
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{Afeworki] It is natural to relate Ethiopia's situation to 
the military situation in Entrea. The progress which 
prevails in Ethiopia will umpinge on that of Eritrea and 
vice versa. One of the forces which is very strong and has 
been attacking the Dergue regime is the TPLF. The 
offensive it launched over the past 6 months has been 
demonstrated by concrete actions. Cooperation made 
this possible. Concrete cooperation coupled with the 
TPLF’s success in achieving great results on its own 
demonstrates the degree to which one cause affects 
another. The increased strength of the other liberation 
fronts is the sole clear phenomenon at this particular 
tuume. The stepped up operations of the OLF in Western 
Ethiopia, of the EPDM and those of others in general 
have undeniably affected the military situation in our 
areas. 


Although the Entrean people's cause 1s an independent 
one and each of the other opposition movements are 
independent in their own mght, their stance 1s directed at 
overthrowing one political and military regime and 
damaging the infrastructures of that one government. 
Accordingly, both mayor and minor military operations, 
whether they are in Eritrea or in Ethiopia, are being 
carned out by the different organizations cooperating 
with one another and supporting one another. The 
efforts made so far to establish cooperation between the 
EPLF and the opposition movements in Ethiopia should 
be coordinated further so that better results can be 
achieved. 
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Further Reportage on Detainees in U.S. Consulate 


Consultations Begin 
MB1309152188 Umtaia Capital Radio :n English 
1500 GMT 13 Sep 88 


[Text] Three of South Africa's best known emergency 
detainees have taken refuge in the American Consulate 
offices in Johannesburg. They are: the acting UDF 
treasurer, (Ronnie Moosa) and acting UDF publicity 
secretary, Murphy Morobe, and National Education 
Crisis Committee Chairman, Vusi Khanyile. 


Lawyer Krish Naidoo says the three went to the consulate 
at lunch time. He did not explain how the three, who had 
been detained under the regulation, made their 
way to the consulate, which is on the | | th floor of a central 
Johannesburg off'ce block. There has been no word from 
the U.S. Embassy in Pretoria. Naidoo says the consulta- 
tions are underway between lawyer, the U.S. Embassy and 
the detainees. He says he does not know if the South 
African Government is involved in the talks. 


Attorney Interviewed 
MB1309153688 London BBC World Service in English 
1515 GMT 13 Sep 88 


[From the ‘Focus on Africa’ program] 


[Text] Three of South Africa's best known detainees, top 
officials of the banned United Democratic Front, have 
pulled something of a rabbit out of the hat by escaping 
from detention. Apparently, they were being treated in 
hospital at the time. Murphy Morobe, Vusi Khanyile. 
and Mohammed Valli, were detained under the emer- 
gency regulations, after taking a leading role in the 
campaign against the triracial parliamentary elections 
which excluded blacks. 


The UDF was banned earlier this year in the run-up to 
the white general elections. On the line, Caroline Demp- 
ster asked one of their lawyers, (Kouben Pillay), what 


had happened. 


[Begin recording] [(Pillay)} At approximately 0230 pm our 
time, we were informed by the American Consulate in the 
same building that we are at, that two members of the 
UDF executive that were in detention under the emer- 
gency regulations were in the American Consulate. We are 
not sure at this time what their demands are. The two 
people involved are Murphy Morobde and Mohammed 
Valli, both executive members of the UDF. There is a third 
emergency detainee with them, namely Vusi Khanyile, 
who was an executive member of the National Education 
Crisis Committee. 


[Dempster] Now, can you tell me exactly what hap- 
pened? Were these people on trial? 
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{(Pillay)] They were not on tral. They were detained 
under the state of emergency and they have been in 
detention for, | think, it’s approximately 6 months 
already. 


[Dempster] So, how was it possible that they found their 
way into the United States Embassy in Johannesburg’ 


\(Pillay)} We don't know as vet. The press corps 1s 
interviewing them at the moment and we would have a 
Statement in about 30 minutes’ time. 


[Dempster] So, the press corps is inside the building 
talking to these men” 


{(Pillay)} Yes. 
[Dempster] Do you know why they are being detained” 


{(Pillay)}] Well, you know, under the emergency regula- 
trons, well, the state 1s not obliged to give reasons. They 
are apparently a threat to the security of the state. That 
has been the standard form reason given. 


[Dempster] Has the United States ambassador or any- 
body at the embassy given any indication as to whether 
they are prepared to have these people stay there? 


{(Piliay)}] Not yet. The ambassador hasn't arrived as yet 
He wall be arriving later today. 


[Dempster] Have the South Afncan Police made any 
attempt to get them out? 


{(Pillay)}] Not yet. 
[Dempster] Are the South Afmcan Police in the area” 


{(Pillay)] There is no police presence at the moment. 
[end recording] 


Mellet Confirias Escape 
MB1309160188 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1600 GMT 13 Sep 88 


[Text] Johannesburg Sept 13 SAPA—Three detainees 
have taken refuge in the U.S. Consulate in Johannes- 
burg’s city centre, after escaping from a hospital. 


This was confirmed this evening by Brigadier Leon Mellet, 
press secretary for the Minister of Law and Order, Mr 
Adriaan Viok, from Pretoria. 


They had escaped from a hospital in the Johannesburg 
area, but he could not say which one. 


The three are among South Africa's best known political 
detainees. 
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Lawyer Knish Naidoo told reporters at a hastly convened 
afternoon press conference that the three, UDF leaders 
Murphy Morobe and Mohamed Valli, and Khanyile 
Vusi, a leading member of the National Education Crisis 
Committee, went to the consulate at lunchtime. 


Naidoo did not explain how the three, who have been 
detained under emergency regulations, made their way 
to the consulate, which is on the | Ith floor of the Kine 
Centre in central Johannesburg. 


Mr Naidoo, who is acting for all three men, has offices on 
the 23rd floor of the same building as the American 
Consulate, which occupies the | Ith to 16th floors. 


No one was allowed into the eleventh floor offices where 
the three detainees have taken refuge. 


Consulate security guards, in front of the bulletproof 
glass doors leading to the office area, also refused to let 
the media in. 


Remain in Consulate 14 Sep 
MB1409074488 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0734 GMT 14 Sep 88 


[Text] Johannesburg, Sept 14, SAPA—-Three emergency 
detainees, who sought refuge in the Amencan Consulate 
in Johannesburg yesterday, remained behind the bullet 
proof facade of the consular offices this morning. 


Media people anxious for word of the three, who fled 
from a hospital where they were receiving treatment and 
made their way to the consular offices on the | 1th floor 
of a Commissioner Street skyscraper yesterday, waited 
in a cigarette smoke filled corridor. 


The escapees’ lawyer, Krish Naidoo, entered the offices 
around Yam SAST [South African Standard Time] 
apparently to visit the men. Mr Naidoo, who said 
yesterday the families of the three had been notified of 
developments, is due today to see the families. 


South African Council of Churches General Secretary, 
Rev Frank Chikane, quoted U.S. Ambassador Edward 
Perkins yesterday as saying although it was not US. 
policy to offer asylum in its consular premises, “we will 
not press them (the detainees) to leave against their 
will.” Mr Perkins added “all material comforts” for the 
detainees were being taken care of. 


Press Conference To Be Held 
MB1409120088 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
11S9GMT 14 Sep 88 


[Text] Johannesburg, Sept 14, SAPA—The lawyer acting 
for three activitists who escaped from detention to the 
U.S. Consulate in Johannesburg said this afternoon he 
had no knowledge of a law and order spokesman’s 
comment that the men were free to leave the mission 
without being arrested. 
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Mr Krish Naidoo told SAPA: “I have not heard anything 
like that.” 


He would not be drawn further other than to say the 
detainees “have also not been told anything like that (the 
reported comment by, the government spokesman),” 
adding a news conference would be held in his offices 
later this afternoon. 


Pik Botha Asssures No Arrest 
MB1409112588 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1252 GMT 14 Sen 88 


[Text] Pretoria, Sept 14, SAPA—The three UDF activ- 
ists seeking refuge in the American Consulate in Johan- 
nesburg were not in any danger of being arrested once 
they left the consulate, the minister of foreign affairs, Mr 
Pik Botha, said today 


In a statement in Pretona, Mr Botha said consideration 
had already been given to their specific cases. 


Mr Botha said he consulted with the minister of law and 
order, Mr Adnaan Viok, after the three men sought 
refuge in the American Consulate, and as far as the South 
Afncan Government was concerned, the reasons 
advanced by ihe three for their action were not credible. 


Consiccration had already been given to their specific 
cases and they were “not in any danger of being arrested 
once they leave the consulate general.” 


Mr Botha said neither the factual nor the legal aspects of 
this case were compatible with declared American policy 
in situations of this nature. 


Pope Makes Unscheduled Stopover Due to Weather 


Toe Be Met by Pik Botha 
MB1409092888 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0927 GMT 14 Sep 8&8 


[Text] Pretoria, Sept 14, SAPA—Foreign Affairs Minis- 
ter Mr Pik Botha is expected to meet the pope at Jan 
Smuts Airport today. He is expected to meet the pontiff 
at the VIP Lounge about | 1:45am, as the pontiff waits 
for “weather to improve” before he continues his jour- 
ney to Lesotho. 


Its capital, Maseru, is the scene of a hostage drama, 
where gunmen seized a bus and its passengers. Police in 
Pretoria declined to confirm that the crack SAP task 
force had left to stake out the bus. 


Arrives at Jan Smuts Airport 
MB/409103085 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1028 GMT 14 Sep 88 


[Text] Johannesburg, Sept 14, SAPA—The pope stepped 
off an Air Zimbabwe Plane at Jan Smuts Airport at 12:09 
today and was led to the VIP lounge by the minister of 
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foreign affairs, Mr Pik Botha. The men met at short 
notice al the airport after the pope's flight to Maseru was 
delayed because of “bad weather.” 


Mr Botha entered the plane a few minutes betore both he 
and the pope emerged. Mr Botha was accompanied by 
three senior Roman Catholic clerics. one of them 
believed to be Archbishop Denis Hurley 


The pope did not kiss the ground when he stepped off the 
plane. Apart from the tarmac being greasy, observers 
said politics precluded the pontiff from kissing the 
ground because it would have meant that he was bles ing 
South Afnecan soil. 


Mr Botha and the pope are currently in the VIP lounge 
Scores of journalists are being kept outside by SA police 


Airport caterers later brought snacks. other food and at 
least seven bottles of red and white wine to the VIP 
lounge, and it 1s believed that Mr Botha and Pope John 
paul II might have lunch together. 


Mr Botha told reporters waiting outside the lounge that 
the Air Zimbabwe plane had asked Jan Smuts Airport 
for permission to land because of bad weather at Maseru 


Mr Botha said it had been an honour to grant permis- 
sion. He said the state president. Mr P.W. Botha. had 
asked him to convey his warmest regards to the pontift 


Asked if the pope had a message for the South Afmcan 
Government, Mr Botha replied: “I cannot discuss mat- 
ters of that nature.” 


A large group of journalists and onlookers had gathered 
outside the lounge and police said they would ng up 
ropes to keep the crowd #1 bay. 


for Lesotho by Car 
MB1409121788 Johannesburg SAPA in Enelish 
1216 GMT 14 Sep 88 


[Text] Johannesburg, Sept 14, SAPA—The pope, who 
made an unscheduled stop at Jan Smuts Airport today 
due to bad weather over his intended destination of 
Maseru, left the airport at 1405 this afternoon by car for 
Lesotho. 


The pope made his way through a huge crowd in the 
centre of the international arrivals lounee of Jan Smuts 
and got into a car outside that had been supplied by the 
South African Government. 


He had a contingent of people travelling with him, then 
left the airport. 


The minister of foreign affairs, Mr Pik Botha, told a 
news conference that the pope's advisors had opted to 
take “the certain way” because the pope's party was 
unable to proceed to Maseru by air. 
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Mr Botha said the weather was too bad to continue the 
theht and the Aur Zimbabwe aircraft un which the party 
was travelling had developed navigational problems and 
engine difficulties 


Mr Botha said he had informed the pope of the hyack 
Situatwn im Maseru. He told a conference that the 
Lesotho Government had asked South Afneca for assis- 
tance and South Afmcan security personnel were on 
Standby to supply the Lesothan Government with 
advice 


Mr Botha said the state president. Mr P.W. Botha. had 
asked him to convey his concern to the pope that there 
should be no “bloodshed because this would be a parnful 
experience tor the pope.” 


He said the South Afncan Government was in close 
contact with Lesotho and ihe two countnes were doing 
everything to “calm down the situation and to find a 
solution.” 


Mr Botha said he and the minister of law and order, Mr 
Adnaan Viok, had been busy discussing the refugee 
Situation at the American Consulate in Johannesburg 
with the US. ambassador, Mr Edward Perkins in Preto- 
ria when a call came through that the pope could not 
land at Maseru 


Mr P.W. Botha asked his foreign minister to come 
urgently to Jan Smuts to see that the pope was afforded 
ali comforts 


Mr Pik Botha had lunch with his holiness—Mr Botha’s 
third meeting with the pope and he told the pontiff of 
southern African developments including the recent visit 
by himself and the state president to Malawi and devel- 
opments in Angola 


Mr Botha said the pope was very much concerned about 
the conflict situation. 


The pope sent a telegram to Mr P.W. @otha before the 
aircraft landed at Jan Smuts extending greetings to Mr 
Botha and assuring him of his prayers for the wellbeing 
of all the people in South Afnica. 


P.W. Botha Returns from Malawi 23 Sep 
WB1409062088 Johannesbure SAP A in Enelish 
2132 GMT 13 Sep 88 


[Text] Johannesburg, Sept 13, SAPA—The state presi- 
dent, Mr P.W. Botha, returned to South Afnca tonight 
after a tour of Mozambique and Malaw: during which he 
had talks with President Joaquim Chissano and Dr 
Kamuzu Banda 
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Mr Botha, accompanied by the munister of foreign 
affairs, Mr Pik Botha and the munister of defense 
General Magnus Ma/an and their entourage, spent this 
afternoon at Monkey Bay on the shores of Lake Malaw: 
before flying back to South Afri-a. 


Thé< state president made ut clear this afternoon that he 
regarded his trip as a success, and he spoke well of both 
President Chissano and President Banda. 


More talks with both Afncan leaders will take place 


Commentary on Relativns with Malawi, Mozambique 
MB1409055888 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English OS00 GMT 14 Sep 88 


[Station commentary] 


[Text] There is new hope this morning for reconciliation 
and stabilization in southern Africa. The visit to Mozam- 
bqive and Malawi by the state president has opened new 
opportunities for cooperation in the economics sphere. 
and for greater understanding of political policies and 
problems, two areas that are of vital importance for the 
creation of conditions of Aability and peace in the 
subcontinent. 


President P.W. Botha’s visit to Malawi has further 
Strengthened the cordial relationship between South 
Afnca and Malawi that stretches over a penod of more 
than 20 years. Economic cooperation will be enhanced. 
and on another level President Kamuzu Banda has once 
again emphasized the fruitful benefits of political toler- 
ance in interstate relations rather than hostility and 
confrontation. 


President Botha’s meeting with President Joaquim Chis- 
sano cf Mozambique has served to reaffirm the commit- 
ment of the respective governments to economic coop- 
eration and politica! coexistence, first given expression 
in the Nkomati Accord 4 and ‘> years ago. The meeting 
has created a climate for the removal of the spirit of 
mistrust that has prevailed from time to time, especially 
after the death in an aircrash 2 years ago of Mr Chis- 
sano’s predecessor, President Samora Machel. 


On the one hand, President Botha has reiterated that 
South Africa will not help Renamo, and this undertaking 
has been backed up with guarantees. President Chissano 
has accepted this pledge. On the other hand, ihe agree- 
ment to reactivate and reinforce the Nkomati Accord 
will be a further break on the activities of ANC terrorists 
Of particular significance is President Chissano’s 
remarks on South Africa's domestic policies. Apartheid, 
he said, had been an obstacle to contact in the region, 
and it caused mistrust. But he added, and we quote: We 
must work to see what 1s behind this policy. 


This apparent willingness to listen to the views and 
policies of others, and the acceptance by President 
Chissano that important changes have taken place in 
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South Afmeca. indicates a pragmatism on the part of the 
Mozambican head of state that 1s to be welcomed. He 1s 
i visit South Afmeca at ¢ later date, and this wall assist 
the process of confidence and trust that 1s being built in 
relauions between South Afnca and Mozambique. It can 
but be hoped that hostile propaganda machines will not 
try to sabotage this process 


The approach and actions this week of President Banda 
and President Chissano are in sharp contrast to that of 
others in southern Afmeca, and un particular of President 
Mugabe of Zimbabwe who has emerged as a champion 
on confrontation politics im the region. For his pan 
President Botha has once again demonstrated that South 
Afnca 1s committed to conciliation and fnendship with 
her neighbors, and that as the regional power she 1s and 
will be an active partner in the promotion of stabiliza- 
tion and peace throughout southern Afnca. 


Court L pholds ‘Media Regulations’ Appeals 
MBI 309090988 Johannesoure SAPA in English 
0906 GMT 13 Sep SS 


[Text] Bloemfontein, Sep 13, SAPA—The appeal court 
in Boemfon‘*ein today upheld two appeals in connection 
with the regulations, known as the “media regulations,” 
and set aside decisions of the Natal Supreme Court and 
Durban and Coast Local Supreme Court. 


In the first appeal the state president, government of 
South Afnca, ministers of home affairs and of law and 
order and and the commissioner of police, had appealed 
against a decision of two judges of the Natal Supreme 
Court. On Apr:! 24, 1986, Mr Justice N.S. Page and Mr 
Justice B. Galgut found that part of the regulations made 
by the state president on December 11, 1986, were void 
and of no effect in law. The regulations were amended on 
January 29, 1987. The judgment was given on an appli- 
cation by the United Democratic Front and the Release 
Mandela Campaign. 


The second appeal was by the state president, govern- 
ment, ministers of justice and of law and order and the 
commissioner of police, against a decision of Mr Justice 
R.N. Leon on the Durban and Coast Local Supreme 
Court on April 28, 1987. 


This held that the definition of “subversive statement” 
in the regulations, as amended, was of no force and effect 
in law. 


Mr Justice Leon had also held to be of no force and effect 
in law a notice by the commussioner of police, dated Apnil 
10, 1987, which identified—for the purpose of definition 
of subversive statemeni—participation in any campaign 
for the release of persons detained wnder sections 28 or 29 
of the Internal Security Act and which identified types of 
participation deemed to be subversive 
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The respondents in this case were the Release Mandela 
Campaign. its chairman Mr Dundubela Aubrey 
Mokoena, of Soweto. the Detainees Parents Support 
Committee, the Durban Detainees Support Committee 
and the Black Sash 


Ya the first appeal the acting chief justice, Mr Justice 
Rabie, with the concurrence of Mr Justice Hefer and Mr 
Justice Vivier, upheld the appeal, with costs and dis- 
missed a cross-appeal by the respondents that certain of 
the regulatiens which the Natal Court had found were 
valid should be declared invalid 


Mr Justice Rabie, in his pudgment of 85 pages, did not 
agree with the view of the Natal Court whr-* *9¢ found 
part of regulation \ 1 C) to be “ultra \ 


It was true—as that court has said- t a restncted 
gathering was a lawful! gathering if, and ‘ag as the 
conditions placed on it were followed. cars did not 
mean, however, that the state president could not strpu- 
late, as he had done in regulation 1 WC) tha? no news or 
commer! could be published by means of “any publica- 
tion, television- film- or sound recording” bout the 
tume, date, venue or purpose of a gathering that was to 
take piace. 


The judge said the law gave the state president authority. 
when he declared an emergency situation, to promulgate 
such regulations as he considered necessary or advisuble 
to “provide for the safety of the public or the mainte- 
nance of the public order, and to make adequate provi- 
sion for the termination of ar emergency situation. or io 
deal with circumstances that—in his view—could or 
might arise as a result of such an emergency situation.” 


Mr Justices of the view tha. the Natal court had erred 
with it found the description of “subversive statement” 
in paragraph A( V1) of regulation |(1) and the portion of 
MI¥C) to be “ultra vires” the powers of the state 
president and thus invalid 


The authority given to the commissioner of police in 
paragraph A(lX\) was granted by the state president in 
the exercise of the wide authornty he was given under 
section 1A) of the Public Safety Act. 


On the lower court's finding that regulations that defined 
“unrest” and “security action” were “ultra vires” for 
vagueness and that it was not prevented by section 5B of 
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the act trom declaring them ivalid, Mr Justice Rabe 
held that the appellants’ view was correct that: even uf 
the regulations were vague (which was not conceded) 
they were nevertheless regulations issued by the state 
president under section » 1A) and the court was con 
sequently barred by section 3B trom declaring them 
invalid 


The acting chief justice said the lower court had wrongly 
found that section 3B was noi applicable to the regula- 
tions which it declared invalid tor vagueness 


Mr Justice Hefer and Mr Justice Vivier, in a separate 
judgment, that agreed with the order made by the acting 
chief justice. said the state president, in the exercise of 
the authont, granted by section MIMA) must keep 
within the limits of his authority. A regulation that 
exceeded those limits could be declared invalid, despite 
the provisions of section 3B 


Mr Justice Grosskopf. in a separate judgment, with 
which Mr Justice Heter and Mr Justice Vivier agreed 
concurred with the order issued by Mr Justice Rabie 


Mr Justice var Heerden differed with the findings of Mr 
Justice Rabie in two respects. The firsi was that he 
believed that, despite section $B. a court could express 
itself on the validity or otherwise of a regulation that was 
attacked on the basis of vagueness 


He was also of the view that paragraph A(I\) of the 
descnption of “subversive statement” in regulation |(!) 
was invalid Secause the state president was not empow- 
ered ‘6 grant the relevant authority to the commissioner 
ef police 


In the hight of the finding in the first pudgment that the 
Natai Supreme Court had erred in its finding that 
paragraph A(!X) of regulation 1( 1) was invalid, the main 
argument by the respondents in the second appeal could 
not be upheld. sand Mr Justice Rabie, with the concur- 
rence of Mr Justice Hefer, Mr Justice Grosskopt and Mr 
Justice Vivier 


The judges a!so found that the grounds on which the 
respondents had attacked the notice issued by the com- 
missioner of police Could not succeed 


Mr Justice van Heerden dissented from this judgment 
for the reasons he had given in regard to “subversive 
Statement” in the other appeal 
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Angola 


Peace Talks ‘May Be Held’ in Congo ‘Next Week’ 
MB1409131988 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1200 GMT 14 Sep 88 


[Text] ANGOP, quoting the Congolese press, said the 
sixth round of quadripartite talks between Angola, Cuba, 
and South Africa—with U.S. mediation—may be held in 
Brazzaville next week. 


This meeting is seen in certain circles as the last of the 
first series of quadripartite talks and as the most complex 
and decisive round of talks of all because it will (?focus 
on such issues) as Angola’s security and sovereignty and 
Namibia’s independence. 


ANGOP reports that officials participating in the qua- 
dripartite talks have implied in their disclosures that the 
process is very difficult and complex as a result of 
differences over each side’s viewpoints. 


Angolan Deputy External Relations Minister Comrade 
Venancio de Moura’s recent statement referred to a 
gradual approach of all sides toward a single viewpoint 
as the meetings take place. 


Deputy Minister Venancio de Moura suggested in a 
Statement at the end of the last [words indistinct] that 
views will become even closer during the sixth round of 
talks, which will center on the withdrawal of Cuban 
internationalist troops from Angola. 


Angola and Cuba have already shown flexibility in 
deciding to move the Cubai internationalist forces from 
southern to northern Angola with a view to their phased 
and total withdrawal, oace the Angolar people feel their 
peace is ensured. 


UNITA Claims Successes in Huambo Province 
LD1409055288 Lisbon Domestic Service in Portuguese 
2000 GMT 13 Sep 88 


[Text] UNITA has announced here in Lisbon that its 
forces killed 47 FAPLA soldiers and destroyed the gov- 
ernment building in Bela Vista, Huambo Province, dur- 
ing clashes over the weekend in three Angolan provinces. 


The Angolan rebels also claim to have captured three 
FAPLA soldiers and to have partly destroyed Benguela 
railway station. 


Lesotho 
Gunmen Hijack Bus En Route To See Pope 14 Sep 
LLA Suspected 


MB1409060688 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0500 GMT 14 Sep 88 


[Text] Suspected members of what is called the Lesotho 
Liberation Army [LLA] have hijacked a bus carrying 60 
people, including 8 nuns and several school children, 
traveling to Maseru to see Pope John Paul. The passen- 
gers are being held at gunpoint. 
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Details of the incident are sketchy at this stage, but a 
spokesman for the British High Commission in Maseru 
has said that the bus is parked outside the embassy and 
that he thinks the police have the situation under con- 
irol. He said the hijackers had asked to enter the embassy 
premises, but that the embassy had refused. 


A spokesman for the office involved in the pope’s visit to 
Lesotho today said there were eight nuns, seven teenaged 
girls, six teachers and other pilgrims on the bus. It had 
been hijacked while en route from Quacha’s nek to 
Maseru. The hijackers’ demands are not yet known. The 
police in Maseru have refused to comment on the 
hijacking. Police and soldiers have put up roadblocks on 
streets leading to the embassy, which 1s next to the police 
headquarters. 


It has not yet been confirmed that the hijackers are 
members of the LLA. This banned organization was 
formed to fight the dictatorship of Dr Leabua Jonathan, 
who was deposed in a coup in 1986. The organization 
recently approached the ruling Military Council for 
permission to return to Lesotho. The Military Council 
has been criticized by leaders of five political parties 
forbidden to operate in terms of the state of emergency. 


Government in ‘Full Control’ 
MB1409005288 Maseru Domestic Service in English 
0500 GMT 14 Sep 88 


{Text} A bus full of nuns and other would be pilgrims to 
the pope’s visit in Maseru which begins today was 
hijacked on its way by armed imposters who were among 
the passengers. The bus started its trip at Christ The 
King Catholic Mission in Qacha’s Nek District in south- 
eastern Lesotho bordering South Africa. The driver was 
apparently ordered to drive to Maseru at gunpoint. The 
bus proceeded to the British High Commission, but did 
not gain access as the gates were closed since it was after 
working hours. 


The first and only known demand of the gunmen was 
that the British high commissioner should open the gate 
and admit them into the chancery. So far, the demand 
has not been acceded to by the British high commis- 
sioner. The primary objective of the government of 
Lesotho at this stage is the safety of the nuns and other 
hostages, and that the visit of the holy father should 
continue unperturbed as planned. In the meantime, the 
high commissioner of police is in close contact with the 
church leadership. The government is in full control of 
the situation. 


, 
LLA Denies Responsibility 
MB1409073488 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0733 GMT 14 Sep 88 


[Text] Johannesburg, Sept 14, SAPA—A man claiming 
to be a spokesman for the Lesotho Liberation Army 
telephoned the SABC News Office in Bloemfontein early 
this morning, denying all responsibility for the bus 
hijacking in Maseru. 
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The man said the first he had heard about the drama was 
on the news this morning, SABC radio news reports. 


The commander in chief of the Lesotho Liberation 
Army, Mr L. Sekamane, telephoned SABC, also denying 
the LLA was responsible for the hijacking of the bus. 


He said the LLA was on a peaceful mission in Lesotho 
and abhorred this deed. 


Mr Sekamane said the LLA was in direct contact with 
the bishops of the Roman Catholic Church in Lesotho 
and would not do such a thing, especially at a time when 
the pope was on a visit of peace and reconciliation. 


Government Requests RSA Help 
MB1409102688 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1025 GMT 14 Sep 88 


[Text] Johannesburg, Sept 14, SAPA—The Lesotho 
Government had requested help from South African 
security forces with the bus hostage drama in Lesotho, a 
spokesman of the Department of Foreign Affairs said in 
Pretoria today. The minister of foreign affairs, Mr Pik 
Botha, was aware that such a request had been made, the 
spokesman said. 


Security force units had “moved in” and were standing 
by in an advisory capacity. Further details were not 
immediately available. 


Hijackers Demand Catholic Priest 
MB1409110988 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1108 GMT 14 Sep 88 


[Text] Maseru, Sept 14, SAPA—The four armed men on 
the hijacked bus in Maseru have asked for a Roman 
Catholic priest to be taken to them, SABC radio news 


reports. 


The secretary of the Military Council in Lesotho, Mr 
Tom Thebane, told SABC’s Bloemfontein news staff the 
request was made to the Roman Catholic Church in 
Lesotho. 


He said the request was a possible indication the hijackers 
had realised they would not be given access to the British 
High Commission, outside which the hijacked bus is 
parked, and were considering giving themselves up. 


Mr Thebane said South African had not been requested 
formally for assistance in ending the hijacking drama. 
which began almost 20 hours ago. 


Bus Carries 71 Hostages 
MB1409113788 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1115 GMT 14 Sep 88 


[Text] Johannesburg, Sept 14, SAPA—It has now been 
established that there are 71 hostages on the hijacked bus 
parked outside the British High Commission in Maseru 
and not 60 as reported earlier. 
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SABC radio news reports that the hostages include eight 
nuns and 36 children all from the Qachas Nek area and 
they were on their way to Maseru to see the pope. 


RSA Says SAP Near Bus 
MB1409114988 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1141 GMT 14 Sep 88 


[Text] Pretoria, September 14, SAPA—Members of the 
South African police were in Lesotho in the vicinity of 
the bus in which nuns are being held hostage by gunmen, 
Brigadier Leon Mellet, a spokesman for the minister of 
law and order, said today. 


He said the policemen had been there since last night 
and were “in the vicinity of the drama that 1s going on.” 


Escapee Says Hijackers are LLA 
MB1409142788 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
1400 GMT 14 Sep 88 


[Text] South African commandos have moved into Leso- 
tho to help rescue hostages held aboard a bus in the 
capital, Maseru. 


Lesotho Radio reports the four gunmen on the bus have 
demanded to see the British high commissioner and a 
Roman Catholic priest. It says they have made no 
demands to the Lesotho Government, nor have they 
challenged the political situation in the country. 


British Deputy High Commissioner [name indistinct] 
has told reporters that one of the hostages has managed 
to escape from the bus and that he has spoken to police, 
telling them that the hijackers claim to be members of 
the Lesotho Liberation Army. The guerrilla group is the 
military wing of the Lesotho Congress Party, which has 
been exiled since 1970. 


King Pardons 274 Prisoners To Mark Papal Visit 
MB1409122088 Maseru Domestic Service in English 
1130 GMT 14 Sep 8&8 


{Text} His Majesty King Moshoeshoe II, on the advice of 
the Military Council, has pardoned 274 prisoners who 
were released today to mark the pope’s visit to Lesotho. 
The prisoners were selected from all districts. The pris- 
oners were convicted for different offenses and excluded 
those who have been convicted for armed robbery, rape, 
murder, and treason. 


Pope To Arrive Shortly; To Hold Mass in Roma 
MB1409131288 Maseru Domestic Service in English 
1130 GMT 14 Sep 88 


[Text] Pope John Paul II is expected to arrive in Maseru 
in about 6 hours time, travelling by road from Johannes- 
burg after his plane failed to land at Moshoeshoe I 
International Airport this morning due to bad weather. 
The pope's plane was diverted to Jan Smuts Airport in 
Johannesburg after it failed to land. 


Upon arrival in Maseru, he will travel straight by road to 
Roma to hold mass. 
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Other details concerning the pope’s visit and develop- 
ments will be announced in due course. 


Malawi 
Further Reportage on RSA’s P.W. Botha’s Visit 


Addresses Joint News Conference 
MB1309163388 Johannesburg Television in Afrikaans 
1600 GMT 13 Sep 88 


[Text] South Africa and Malawi today reconfirmed their 
policy of cooperation. The news agency SAPA reports 
that the state president, Mr P.W. Botha, made this 
announcement after talks with the Malawian president, 
Dr Kamuzu Banda. 


Mr Botha and his delegation were received cordially 
when their plane landed in the northern town of Mzuzu. 
The Malawi Congress Party of President Banda is hold- 
ing its annual congress in the town. 


The minister of foreign affairs, Mr Pik Botha, says in a 
statement the president informed Dr Banda of his talks 
yesterday with the Mozambican leader, Pre ident Joa- 
quim Chissano. According to the statement, the state 
president donated 3,000 tons of maize meal to Malawi, 
and the repayment of Malawi's debt has been resched- 
uled to suit both countries. The maize meal will be used 
to feed Mozambican refugees. 


Mr Botha and Dr Banda held private talks on matters 
concerning both countries, regional economic develop- 
ment, and cooperation and regional security. Both lead- 
crs also reconfirmed their countries’ friendly relations. 
President Botha congratulated Dr Banda with his 
country’s efficient administration. 


The president concludes his visit with a boat trip on 
Lake Malawi before returning to South Africa. 


During yesterday’s visit to Mozambique, President Chis- 
sano accepted an invitation from Mr Botha to visit South 
Africa. The two presidents held talks at the Cahora Bassa 
Dam after which they addressed a joint news conference. 


{Begin Botha recording in English} I think the impor- 
tance of this meeting is that we started again, where we 
could not go further after the tragic c‘eath of President 
Machel. Today there is a restarting of the good relations 
that already existed, and I think we have decided on 
certain practical steps, which could lead not only to better 
relationships, but economic cooperation and practical 
steps to improve the conditions of people living on both 
sides of the border. 


[Begin Chissano recording in English] We are meeting and 
we are discussing, and by discussing we may find ideas, 
Suggestions, in order to develop our goodneighborliness 
between the two countries and also to contribute to the end 
of the conflict in southern Africa and create an atmosphere 
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of cooperation and understanding. I hope that this 1s just 
the third meeting between the heads of state of the two 
different countries, that it is not the final one. 


Briefs Banda; Departs 
MB1309181888 Blantyre Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 13 Sep 88 


[Text] The state president of South Africa, Mr Pieter 
Botha, who was visiting Malawi, today held a meeting 
with His Excellency the Life President Ngwazi Dr 
Kamuzu Banda in (Ngudu). A communique issued at the 
end of the meeting said that President Botha briefed the 
life president on his meeting with President Joaquim 
Chissano of Mozambique at Songo yesterday. The com- 
munique added that the two leaders also discussed 
bilateral relations, regional and economic development 
and cooperation, and regional fraternity. 


It added that, during the meeting, President Botha 
announced a grant of 3,000 tons of maize to assist the 
large number of displaced people from Mozambique 
living in Malawi and also the rescheduling of Malawi 
debts on terms agreeable to both countries. 


Speaking later, His Excellency the Life President reiter- 
ated his policy of maintaining contact with South Africa. 
He said that since he paid a visit to South Africa in 1971, 
things had changed for the better. 


The life president then briefed President Botha on the 
development that has taken place in this country since it 
attained independence. He recalled that, before he came 
back home, the country was classified as poor, but the 
life president said this was no longer the case because 
people had listened to his appeals to work hard in the 
fields. 


Speaking at the same function, President Botha said he 
was very pleased and privileged to come to Malawi and 
hold discussions with the life president, whose wisdom 
and advice was greatly respected in the world. 


Later in the day, President Botha visited Mangochi. 
Speaking to MBC [Malawi Broadcasting Corporation] in 
Monkey Bay, President Botha said he was highly 
impressed with the life president’s views and ideas on 
how to best bring about stability in Africa in general and 
southern Africa in particular. 


President Botha disclosed that his country is more than 
willing to be part and parcel of the peace-making process 
in the southern African region. 


President Botha has since gone home. Speaking on 
departure at Chileka Airport in Blantyre this evening, 
President Botha described his visit to Malawi as exciting 
and memorable. 


He pledged his government's continued assistance to 
Malawi's development efforts. 
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